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In early centuries….

Human success and survival were linked to 
the health and success of the Animals.     

Domestication  & 

‘husbandry’

Ability to alter the

environment on a

large scale still

limited.



Through the late 1800’s, concern for animals was 
equated with the need for ‘protection’, in order to    

prevent pointless cruelty… (Sandoe & Christiansen)                      



Causing Animals to ‘Suffer’ 
became something seen in a 
negative light:  

a) For animals (and people) themselves 

b) ‘Connection’ seen between acts of 
cruelty to animals  and negative 
human character traits.  



Changes in Animal “Use” 

Animal Suffering began to occur as a 

result (by-product) of “purposeful need”.

Food Production-Animal Research-Resource Demand



Cultural Shifts Contributed

- Greater Concern for Social Inequalities

- Increased Urbanization & Solitude  

- Understanding of Animal Pain & Sentience

- Valuing of nature (media)



Animal Pain



Animal Pain Across Species:

shift towards cognitive considerations. 
Studies show anxiety, fear related in non-
human animals.    

Dr. Jeffrey S. Mogil – McGill University 











Ethics …. Concerned with what ought to 
be  (what we should do, should try to be, 
what is right and wrong)…. 

Science … taken very generally, is 
concerned with what is (what the world is 
like, the true and the false).                  (Harlan Miller)                                   



Ethical framework(s) can change over time.  If
certain societal beliefs & values become a ‘consensus’,  

they often generate laws & regulations.          
(Bernard Rollin)



”The only consistency in the way humans      
think about animals is inconsistency.”

Andrew Rowan



Animal Welfare Ethic
Acceptable to use non-human animals
as long as ‘welfare’ of animal is assured.

Society is concerned for animals’ ability to
perform ‘species specific’ behaviors.





Animal Rights Ethic
Regardless of specific species, both human and non-
human animals have moral value, and thus rights
deserving of respect and protection.



Other Ways Animals are Considered: 

(Sandøe y Palmer)

Contractarian View:

…Involves only persons 
able to ‘contract in’ (sign on) to the 
moral community in a mutually 
beneficial way. Life viewed from self-
interest.



Other Ways Animals are Considered: 

Contractarian View:

Animals unable to enter into 
contract with the moral community.

Ecotourism-Resource management

Biodiversity as (Public) Health Issue   



Other Ways Animals are Considered: 

Utilitarian View:

…Importance of maximizing 
pleasures and minimizing suffering
for the ‘largest number’, regardless 
of species….on the basis of moral 
equality. Considers ‘consequences’ 
of actions.



Other Ways Animals are Considered: 

Contextual View:

Animal ‘value’, sentience, and 
pleasures insufficient in determining 
actions towards animals. Human-
Animal relations and (emotional) 
attachments must also be considered.



Other Ways Animals are Considered: 

Contextual View:

Special obligations towards specific 
animals. Allows for aspect of care and 
empathy towards particular animals.

Pets  – Domestic or Injured Animals



Impact of Pets
More than 163 million cats & dogs

Consume:  19% of human food 
consumption

33% animal protein

Produce: 25 % of the environmental 

impact 

(G.Okin, 2017 –UCLA) 



‘Use’ of Animals in 
Society

Consumer Spending: $528 dollars 

per household annually

Increases with family income.

Decrease number of Dogs 
and Cats?



Other Ways Animals are Considered: 

‘Respect for Nature’View:

Consideration of animals as a 
species for their genetic integrity 
and natural value. Animals are 
valued not for their capabilities but 
for membership in a species.



Other Ways Animals are Considered: 

‘Respect for Nature’View:

Holmes Rolston: ‘Duties to a 
collection…’. Species have value 
independent of human beings. 





Facing (Animal) Ecoethical Challenges

• Acknowledge complexity/polarization of 
issues.  Understand the ethical aspects.  

• Requires an Interdisciplinary Approach.

Assemble experts. Ask for guidance.

• Believe society cares about these (animal) 
issues.  Public can be an ally if  Eco issues 
are communicated & presented well.  

• Tap into public concern & changing ideas. 



An Interrelated Approach



An Interrelated Approach

• ‘One Health’ approach taps into this.

• Engages persons that may not enter into 
discussion from other perspectives. Wonder 
and awe in front of living creatures and 
ecosystems.    

• Engages persons of religious faith. 
Teachings of major faith traditions speak to 
the value and interconnectedness of a 
created world and its living beings.



Gracias


